January 12, 2008
Volume 4, Issue 1

The Theotokan
Order of mary Theotokos
www.ecc-usa.org/OMT.html

OMT – Contemplative Order
Ma rk y ou r Cal en da r

Impo rta nt
OM T D ates
Yo ur Prof essi o n
da tes
you must remember
to request First &
Final Profession
documents from the
Abbot.

EC C+ US A
200 8 S yn o d
The 2008 Ecumenical
Catholic Church
+USA Synod ill be
held in St. Louis,
Missouri on Friday
thru Sunday,
October 24-26,
2008. All OMT
members are invited
to attend. Special
OMT programs will
be included in the
Synod if at least
four OMT brothers
and sisters attend.
Additional details
later.

Continued next page.

Membership in the Order of
Mary Theotokos is intended to
be a unique dedication of prayer and daily living following
the example of Mary, the
mother of God (the Theotokos).
The Order is primarily
contemplative, that is, an order
with prayer as its main focus.
Members pray each day in
adoration of Almighty God and
Jesus Christ and they venerate
Mary for her key role in God’s
plan of salvation. Although
the preferred daily prayer for
the OMT brother and sister is
the liturgy of the Hours (in the
abbreviated form presented in
the Magnificat booklet), other
systems of prayer and
meditation are acceptable.

The OMT has no monastery and
thus has no traditional
monastic community. Brothers
and sisters of the order are
united in the spirit of prayer
and through the virtual
presence of our Internet egroup.
OMT brothers and sisters live
in the world in their own
homes and with their own jobs
and families. Within this
context they devote time each
day to come to their prayer
altar and turn over their lives
in imitation of Mary’s worship
and prayer as she brought
Jesus into our world.

OMT - Secular Order
Just as Mary brought her son,
Jesus, into her daily life, so
the OMT brother and sister
should strive to bring Jesus
and his message of loving God
and neighbor into his/her
daily life.

with Christ to build this
world, brick by brick, until
Christ takes what we
together have built and
raises it up to the almighty
Father as the best fruits of
our labor.

In as much as love always
flows from the heart to
action, so the OMT brother
and sister’s love of Mary
should flow into the
opportunities of making God’s
creation into a more love
centered world. The goal of
the OMT is to bring “all
things together in Christ” and

The contemplative Mary is
our example. Her life was
dedicated to prayer and she
worked to build God’s
kingdom on earth. How we
do that is for each of us to
determine as our authentic
respond to opportunities
of love which come our way
each day..

Building the virtual Community
Some OMT brothers and
sisters may want to go
beyond the basic OMT
contemplative and secular
model and work to build
community relationships.
Here are some ideas that
were passed on to the abbot.

Mark your calendar
continued..

On the following
special feast days of
Mary, OMT brothers
and sisters are asked
to offer their prayer
especially for other
members of the Order,
their special spiritual
needs, and for world
peace.
Jan 1 –
Mary, Mother of God.
Mar 25 –
The Annunciation
May 31 –
the Visitation
Aug 15 –
the Assumption
Sept 8 –
Birth of Mary
Sept 15 –
Our Lady of Sorrows
Nov 21 –
the Presentation
Dec 8 –
Conception of Mary
The official feast days
of the Ecumenical
Catholic Church+USA
are posted each day
on the first page of
the Church’s website
(www.ecc-usa.org).
The Church calendar
combines feasts from
several Catholic Faith
traditions.

The Order of
Mary Theotokos
is a ministry of the
Ecumenical Catholic
Church+USA.
Professed
membership is open
to all men and
women of faith,
married or single,
regardless of their
denominational
affiliation.

 finding a prayer
partner to share and
pray with on a
regular basis either
by phone or chat via
the Internet.

 Forming a telephone
conference call group
to pray and discuss
spiritual topics and
perhaps to develop a
community activity.
Anyone interested in
assuming a leadership role in
such efforts toward
community, should contact
their brothers and sisters
through the e-group to
determine interest.

Looking Ahead
from the abbot....
When in 2005 I asked the
Board of Directors of the
Vilatte Institute if they would
support the formation of the
OMT, I received their positive
interest and financial
support ... with only one
expressed concern. That
concern was who will
provide spiritual leadership
after you?
Having just celebrated
my 70th birthday, I am
beginning to feel the
relevance of that question.
Who will take over?
So, I am hoping by the
end of 2008 to turn the OMT

over to our first Prior or
Prioress. After that I
would continue as abbot
for another year or so and
finally bless and install
our new abbot or abbess.
(By the way, I am moving to
hand over all my ministries by
my retirement from a
leadership role in ministry
before my 75th birthday in
2012. Providing, of course,
that the Lord lets me work
that long.)

I hope that each OMT
member will open his/her
heart to the promptings of
the Spirit. Are you willing
to serve? Let me know your
thoughts.
+Carl

Gifts to the Order
From the Abbot.... When I was in the seminary, back in 1955-63, I
belonged to the Legion of Mary. We had a custom at the end of each
meeting to pass around a black bag and everyone put his hand in the
bag and, if he could, he would drop in a few coins to help pay the
expenses of the organization. No one knew who gave or not.
An OMT sister asked me recently if we had dues. No, we don’t.
Membership is totally free. But, because we do have some expenses
including postage, printing, and website costs, if we were all in the
same room, we would pass the black bag and ask everyone to put
their hand in and if they could, drop a few coins or dollars.
So, here comes the black bag. If you wish to help defray the
expenses of your order, you can send an anonymous bill or unsigned
money order or, if you wish a tax deduction, a check to: OMT, 1110
Whispering Pines Drive, OFallon MO 63368. Thank you. +Carl
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